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Some statistics 

CRD Water Watch shows Sooke Lake Reservoir at 68.6% full on September 15.  The lowest level, around 65% full, usually occurs in early November, when the rains have begun but are seeping into the ground before running into the lake. This September, average daily use by CRD water users so far exceeds the five-year average by 21 million litres per day, while the rainfall for the month so far is 10% of the five-year average. People served by the Integrated Water Service need to remember that when water is short in their yards and gardens, it is probably short at Sooke Lake, too, and be careful with their usage. 

The BC Drought Portal shows the West Coast of Vancouver Island moving from Level 0 at the end of August to Level 2 by September 11. 

2025-09-14-water-watch-combined-websitepdf
BC Drought Information Portal 

Interesting information on fire hydrants: The National Fire Protection Association sets the standard for hydrant and collar colour coding. In B C most hydrants in a municipality are painted the same highly visible colours- red or yellow, usually. But if the hydrant is painted a different colour, it is not whimsy but informational in that it indicates the hydrant’s flow capacity. 

The collar also provides flow information: some areas use confirming coloured rings or collars to indicate the flow, with blue being the strongest at 1,500 US gallons per minute, green indicates 1,000 to 1,499 US gpm, orange 500-999 US gpm and red means less than 500 US gpm. This allows firefighters to assess the available water as they arrive. Blue flow can address larger structures, green can be used for residential and many commercial buildings, orange flow may address smaller structures and red or low flow may simply not be adequate (bucket brigade?) sometimes the body colour of the hydrant shows whether it is connected to a public water system or to a non-potable source (so likely limited flow and capacity compared to piped water). 

Most of the hydrants in our area are red but some are yellow with blackcaps for better visibility. Some hydrants in Sooke, like up the Saseenos hill, are on booster pumps to supply an adequate flow for firefighting. Some hydrants in Otter Point on Carpenter Road  and Taylor Place have blue collars to indicate that they are so close to the reservoirs  that the fire trucks are needed to increase the flow by sucking out the water from the hydrants.

So, the next time you are on a road trip with bored kids, tell them to look for the colours and collars on hydrants.

School Weather Stations closing down- public  is asked to write to UVic to support the programme.
Weather stations fall silent as school network nears the end of its run

Nobel prize winner, Dr Andrew Weaver and his colleague, Ed Wiebe, both professors at the University of Victoria in the Earth and Ocean Sciences department, started a school-based weather station project in 2005. The information was used in local weather reports and in compiling weather data. At its peak, there were 167 school-based stations and now there are only 32 left. These will go off- line at the end of September, partly due to the school closures during Covid and partly because the teachers managing the stations were transferred elsewhere.  A number of the stations were not kept in good condition and need attention. The programme was funded by grants and philanthropy, and Dr. Weaver thinks UVic should step up to keep the programme operating. The information from the data collected was used not only as “live science” in the classrooms  but also informed victoriaweather.ca which will also end when the weather station project ends.
Below is a link to a UVic article on the weather stations written back in 2011.
https://www.uvic.ca/knowledge/archives/2011/v11n07-sept11.php

Have times and University attitudes towards the importance of climate science changed so much that the University no longer is willing to support such a significant programme?

If you think that the University should step up, emails to write to are: vpr@uvic.ca and picsdir@uvic.ca with a courtesy copy to ajweaver@uvic.ca

Water Woes updates and ongoing….

McBride, BC.  Population according to 2021 Census: 588
The Village of McBride provides services for part of the Robson Valley so it delivers water to the hospital, schools, fire department, police services and tourist accommodation. Dominion Creek is the water source.

With drought conditions in the Upper Fraser East basin carrying over from 2023 through the winter of 2024, Dominion Creek was at a critical low.  McBride responded with stringent water conservation measures. The solution going forward has been to increase the storage capacity to hold enough water for 14 days. A new filtration system is planned to maintain the quality of drinking water throughout the year. Residents are still very conservative in their water use. In 2025, the daily supply for the village is calculated at 1000 m3 per day, but the average usage per day for the whole village is 400 m3.

Osoyoos, BC. Population according to 2021 census: 5556 
Osoyoos is a small retirement and tourist town in the Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen. Over 40% of the population is older than 65.  In the summer of 2023, residents were using up to seven times the Canadian average for daily water use. Officials attributed this to watering lawns and gardens overnight [when the bylaw officers were not on the prowl]. This love of gardening and green lawns sometimes had demand exceeding supply. 

In 2024, residents were facing a 39% tax increase, most of it to cover the expense of replacing the aging water system. With some assistance from the province, the tax increase was reduced. Remediation allowed continued use of the six wells that supply the system until a better system is built.

In 2025, the town has applied for grants to help cover 60 to 80 million dollars for a new system that will replace the wells, found to be excessively mineralized, with surface water from Osoyoos Lake.  

Also in 2025, after pledging to the Okanagan Water Board’s “Make Water Work” campaign, the town of Osoyoos was named the “Make Water Work 2025 Champion Community” in recognition of the water conservation efforts of citizens.  Osoyoos new ‘Make Water Work’ community champion - TimesChronicle.ca

Nelson, BC. Population according to the 2021 census: 18,715 

Nelson is a city perched above Kootenay Lake, and also in the Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen. Streams flowing from the uplands supply clean water and gravity feed from reservoirs above the city. Water from Kootenay Lake would have to be pumped up into the reservoir system and require more treatment. Anderson Creek was connected to the city water system with a license to draw 1.5 million gallons of water a day from the creek. Since 2021, the city has been trying to improve water security and has installed a pumping system to use lake water for emergencies: i.e. firefighting. 

On August 28, 2025, the works department shut down much of its supply to do emergency maintenance of the equipment. For five or six hours, two creeks were supposed to fill in the taps. Anderson Creek went dry, resulting in a disastrous fish kill. To quote city officials, “Due to a number of unanticipated factors, including infiltration in the creekbed and high residential water consumption, the amount of water flow that was left to supply Anderson proved to be insufficient.”

“Infiltration” describes groundwater seeping into the creek. Apparently, there was no recharge in the section of the creek that went dry, although water was still flowing in the creek below the water system intake. The fish presence in the dry reach of the creek and the failure to recharge took the city staff by surprise.

Nelson is in the Kootenay Lake West Arm basin, as described in the BC Drought Information Portal. For the week ending August 21, before the incident, the drought level is shown as “0” [no drought]. But there was a shortage of groundwater…. 

Fish deaths in Nelson after creek providing drinking water runs dry | Vancouver Sun

Capital Regional District, BC.  Population according to the 2021 census: 415,451
Most of the population in the Capital Regional District on south Vancouver Island is served by the CRD Integrated Water Service with water sourced from Sooke Lake. It is a gravity feed system providing some of the best quality water in the province. The system exists because of the foresight of residents in the early twentieth century and the insight of water management officials who ensure that the present system is in good repair and future needs are planned for.

Rural areas depend on streams, wells, and smaller water systems.  

The BC Drought Information Portal shows the CRD as being in the West Vancouver Island basin. Since the “basin” stretches from the Gulf Islands to Cape Scott and includes the wettest place in Canada*, we know actual drought conditions and groundwater available varies greatly along the coast. * Hucuktlis Lake (formerly Henderson Lake) approximately 6900 mm of rain a year. 

Going forward, and before bringing more people into the rural areas, we need more detailed information on the water available for all purposes, including natural systems. We will try to find out how water resources are identified and allocated in the CRD.

Maritime Provinces, Canada. Population according to the 2021 census: 1,899,324

While drought has slacked off for 2025 on the West Coast of Canada, it is increasingly dry on the East Coast.  In Nova Scotia, municipalities are providing drinking water to residents whose wells have gone dry.  A typical ration is four litres per day, per person, with another allowance for pets calculated on their weight. Many people are also unable to shower or bath at home and turning to recreation centres.  

In the Times Colonist, September 13, page 13: “The latest national outlook shows large pockets of extreme drought have appeared across Atlantic Canada, with moderate to severe drought also showing up in Ontario and Quebec as of the end of August.”  In several municipalities in Ontario, where the water supply is threatened, residents have been asked to cut down on water use by 30 percent.
More municipalities provide drinking water, free showers for residents with dry wells

Palo Verde Good News: Sometimes the news is not new. We reported last spring that Scottsdale cut off the water supply to a neighbouring community of Palo Verde Foothills. The location is in Arizona which has chronic water shortage problems. The Scottsdale water was being hauled from a standpipe to domestic tanks in Palo Verde until Scottsdale shut off the standpipe supplying Palo Verde.

The good news for Palo Verde is that in June 2023, Arizona Governor Katie Hobbs signed into law that Scottsdale is obliged to provide Palo Verde Foothills with water. There are also issues about the Palo Verde nuclear plant, which uses 26 billion gallons of treated waste water a year, but that is another story.

Rio Verde water crisis: Gov. Hobbs signs bill ending Arizona town's battle for water | FOX 10 Phoenix

Sage Mesa is a small resident community outside of Penticton which has been in the news lately because its water supply is so deteriorated Inland Health is on the verge of ordering it shut down if not repaired. About 240 households are affected by the neglect of their water service. It is long story involving a private water company overseen by the Water Comptroller since 1990 and the Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen contracted to operate the system since 2009. Neither the province, nor the RDOS felt responsible for the privately owned infrastructure. The residents have been under a boil water advisory from Inland Health for years due to the lake water being too murky for the UV filters to be able to work efficiently. They are now facing bills of up to $33 million to finance upgrades over the next 12 to 20 years. The residents want the provincial government or RDOS to foot the bill but, while grants may now be available, water systems are “user pay”. The RDOS is in process of buying the system which will allow it to apply for grants to help with the costs.
https://www.pentictonherald.ca/news/article_4b888706-9aee-40c1-8287-8a38ed7e2d92.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/sage-mesa-residents-face-33-million-waterline-repair-bill-1.7620289


p.s. I hope people figured out that “Dana Lajeunesse” is spelled with an “e” at the end so the his email address is Dana.Lajeunesse.MLA@leg.bc.ca     Third time lucky?
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