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Reminders 
February 28, Sooke Seedy Saturday 10 am – 3 pm  at the Sooke Community Hall. The 606 Water Group will have our Enviroscape model and water information next to the Sooke Children’s Garden Club sign up table. Come and say “Hi” when you are checking out the vendors and other displays. 
 
March 8, Septic Savvy 1 pm – 4 pm at the Juan de Fuca Services building #3-7450 Butler Road (the Sooke Business Park on Otter Point Road).  606 Water Group is hosting a CRD presentation on Septic Savvy. The presentation is informative and fun (really!) There will be refreshments. 
March 8 is also the first day of Daylight Savings Time so don’t forget to “spring forward” overnight, March 7 to 8.  
The Fire Departments ask people to check their smoke detectors on the time change dates, so twice yearly.
The CRD Integrated Water Service reminds people on the CRD system to “fix a leak” in March. The time change weekend is a great time to check for silent leaks in the toilet. People need to believe that even a small leak will cost big over time. (An aside, people complain about a few dollars a year in taxes but seem oblivious to paying for what they waste.) We have an extra hour so we can put it to good use, right?  So- take off the tank cover and carefully put it aside, put a few drops of food colouring in the tank and then leave it for about ten minutes (while you check the smoke detectors?). If there is coloured water in the toilet bowl then you have a silent leak. Fixing it is a great idea. If you don’t have coloured water in the bowl, hurray for you, saving fresh water. Replace the tank lid and treat yourself to a nap if possible.
 
Streamkeepers course in Sooke this spring Are you interested in learning about becoming a streamkeeper or wonder what it involves? 606 Water Group and the District of Sooke are planning to host a Streamkeepers Course for our area in the spring. Older youths are welcome! To add your name to the list of people interested or for more information, email info@sooke.ca   The course will involve two weekends, one day each weekend. Details on when, what, where, what to wear, etc. to follow soon to those write info@sooke.ca  Big thank you to Christina Moog, the Communications and Community Relations Manager for the District.

Stage 1 water restrictions kick in on May 1, every year If you are on the CRD Integrated Water System, with water supplied from the Sooke Lake Reservoir, and want to fill your pool, wash the siding, or hose down the driveway, get it done while the flowing is good.  Water Restrictions | Capital Regional District 

More on water restrictions and management  The Integrated Water System has not gone above “Stage 1” since 2015. The drought that year was bad enough that Stage 2 restrictions were called for and staff set about planning and building new infrastructure for more intense, prolonged summer droughts and increasing population in the service area. 

 In 2026, for the first time, looking at the record of increasingly hot and dry summers, the CRD has added a possible Stage 4. 
STAGE 4 Water Restrictions 
(1) During Stage 4, 
(a) all outdoor use of Water is prohibited; and 
(b) Residential Property indoor use of Water is restricted to drinking, food preparation purposes and for Non-discretionary Sanitation Purposes. 
(2) Exemptions to the restrictions in Section 4.(1) may be granted with the written approval of the General Manager given under this bylaw.

https://www.crd.ca/media/file/bylawno4492consolidatedapril2025  details on page 10

There are a number of small water systems managed by local “boards”, either under the CRD or a strata company or a water company. They draw from smaller lakes, streams and from wells. For those systems and for residences with private wells or water licenses, the challenges of supply and quality are more immediate.

Some themes from past editions  You get what you pay for.  Calgary does not own the dam that creates the Bearpaw reservoir so there is a third party “for profit” between the city and its water customers. A small for profit company was supplying Sage Mesa, a Penticton neighbourhood with 242 parcels and two golf courses as its customers. For whatever reason, that system was not kept up. Water users began paying attention when warned that the system needs upgrades estimated to cost over $30 million dollars to meet Inland Health’s standards for drinking water. The plan now is for the Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen to own the system. Water users will still have to pay, but grants are available to the Regional District to help with the cost. Lucky for Capital Regional District residents, the CRD does own and manage every part of the integrated water system: all revenue goes to maintenance, none “for profit”.  

Sage Mesa Water System Referendum   

Pay attention as well as “bring money”. After public consultation and with expert advice, the CRD has plans to secure the quantity and quality of water available. Development Cost Charges are proposed for all areas served. Developers push back, saying when they add those charges to the price of new homes, the homes become “unaffordable”. Ahem. 

If the developers and new users don’t help pay, the current taxpayers will have to pay instead. Water rates are going up in any case, but why are current users supposed to afford new homes for future users? And, just a reminder: government grants are funded by taxpayers, so we are already helping McBride, Osoyoos, Sechelt and possibly Sage Mesa pay for their upgrades. 

One reason for the sudden, seemingly impossible expense for upgrades and new infrastructure is that people have not been paying attention, are ignorant of the facts or are in denial.
 
Pay now or pay later. The stories of Osoyoos, Sage Mesa and Dawson Creek—a city with approximately 13,000 residents—are about seeking solutions when the systems fail.  Dawson Creek Water Supply System Project  We pay more for coffee and beer every year: grumble and pay.  We need water for more than making coffee and beer: lots of grumbling, but someone is going to have to pay.  

Community resilience.  The Juan de Fuca Rainwater Harvesting Rebate Program 2025 has helped five area households to a more secure water supply. The program to help residents buy a rainwater harvesting tank was not eligible for the grant we originally applied for because that grant is not supposed to benefit “individuals”.  The JdF General Manager, Iain Lawrence, identified a grant that supports building community resilience in the face of climate change, and the program we had in mind was supported by the CRD.

The reality is a rural community where people have individual wells and surface water licenses is still a community. The health and safety of our neighbours is important to us.  In the past, government oversight or support for rural residents on wells has been limited to issuing permits and cutting property owners loose to manage on their own. People with surface water licenses have a little more interaction with officials because the licenses have to be renewed and we think someone, somewhere, is keeping track of the surface water.

The idea behind the rebate for rainwater tanks was that people need more support than a permit. A person with rainwater stored for the garden or other outdoor uses, including fire fighting, has resilience in the face of summer water shortages. There are rebates for solar panels, heat pumps, and electric vehicles.  Of course, there should be rebates for rainwater tanks.

Bad news globally  Some people may think water interested/obsessed people are like Chicken Little, mistakenly squawking that the sky is falling.  No- not enough water is falling evenly throughout the year and it is now a real problem. The UN has declared that there is a global water bankruptcy. We are depleting the groundwater to the point aquifers are collapsing. We are also draining or infilling wetlands which collect, store and clean water.
“more and more river basins and aquifers are losing the ability to return to their historical ‘normal’.”  https://unu.edu/inweh/collection/global-water-bankruptcy

Failing Rivers: The Outdoor Recreation Council has released its most recent annual list of BC’s most endangered rivers.  The first/worst place tied winners: the Heart of the Fraser and the Cowichan River. 
Both rivers are known salmon-bearing waterways   threatened by development, low flows caused by climate and by pollution. There are serious concerns for communities and fish. New land protection for the Fraser and plans to better manage flows on the Cowichan are in the works but plans need sustained action- now. Other rivers on the list are the Elk, Kettle, Stikine, Similkameen and the Thompson/Chilcotin Rivers.  https://globalnews.ca/news/11603766/bc-most-endangered-rivers-2026

Water Migrants: In Kiss the Ground: How the Food You Eat Can Reverse Climate Change, Heal Your Body & Ultimately Save Our World by Josh Tickell, a person he interviewed commented on  the relationship of people with water. Paraphrased, when there is not enough fresh water, people migrate, which leads to local squabbles over land, which leads to wars. The book is better than the DVD and both are available in the VIRL library system. 

 Water Rates in B.C.: Code Blue and Stand.Earth are both speaking out about unfair water rates and the drought in the northeast of B.C. being made worse by mining, fracking and AI data centres. Code Blue asks that we email or call our MLAs asking for fair water rates. The CBC also covers this topic. In the article below a woman struggling to farm her grandparents’ original farm is upset with what she sees vs what we are told.
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/bc-drought-industrial-water-rates-9.6955740

Polar bears in the Arctic Circle  Why are  Polar Bears doing well on the Barents Sea (Russia & Norway) but not on the Beaufort Sea (Canada)? The question was raised on CBC’s Quirks and Quarks on January 31, 2026. CBC science journalist, Anand Ram, reported for CBC on this study, published in the journal Scientific Reports. 

“Polar bears might be the poster animal for the perils of climate change in Canada, but according to a new study, the same cannot be said for polar bears in the Barents Sea north of Norway and Russia. Scientists spent nearly 25 years studying close to 800 polar bears in the Barents Sea region and discovered that those polar bears seem to be doing just fine even though melting sea ice is also a major issue.”

So, do we need to have a bear exchange so Barents Bears can demonstrate lifestyle to Beaufort Bears? That might not work because polar bears are solitary. Would the bears in the Bear Jail at Churchill Manitoba, sentenced for transgressions, be able to watch and learn from a YouTube on the adapted lifestyles of the heathy Barents Bears? (Just look for Bear Jail on the Internet….)

Some statistics.  The good news is, the Sooke Lake Reservoir is at 100% and has been since the report for January 18. More good news is that the rainfall between September 1 and January 31 was 117% of the five-year average. If it the rain makes it into the ground, all good. If it goes back to the ocean as flood water, not so good. 
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