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Sookarama and Earth Day  The wooden model of the Sooke River watershed was a big draw at Sookarama on April 18, with people stopping to look and staying to chat. The Earth Day event hosted by the District of Sooke had close to 300 students come through.  We explained how water can have different density, how water filters through sand and gravel, and how much water it takes to get food to our tables. As usual, we collected water saving tips and here are some of the suggestions. Turn off the tap. Use used water to water the garden. Mulch and more mulch. Save some water for the fish and bears. Clean the beaches and ocean of plastic.

Next endeavours We are lining up events and pop-ups for over the summer. For sure, we are booked in to the Sooke Fall Fair on August 22-23 at Fred Milne Park.  We’d like to set up our blue tent at the markets and in the parks but two things: is there room at the popular markets and do we have enough volunteers to keep our tent on the move?  

Volunteer with us  We do need more people for our expanding programs or the tent may stay folded. Some people already have said they are interested and we will send them information about our places, dates and times. Write to us if you can help and we will put you on the “potential volunteer” list. 606watergroup@gmail.com No one is expected to be available all the time or to be expert on water issues. 

Programs Times, dates and registration for the Streamkeepers course is being managed through the District of Sooke. We will help advertise and organize. The program of rebates for rainwater harvesting tanks in the Juan de Fuca Electoral Area is proposed for 2026, and we are sorting that out, hoping to publish details on this year’s program soon.

Fire and Ice—about water restrictions   Fire. All burn permits issued in the Coastal Fire Centre were cancelled as of noon on May 7. This includes the CRD.  Restrictions mean no open burning: no campfires, no burn barrels of any description, no wood fired outdoor hot tubs, no outdoor pizza ovens…just no.  The ban was expected to be in place until October 31, but the campfire ban has been lifted as of May 12. Look for current information at your local fire department or government  office.

On May 7, a log cabin in East Sooke burned down. On May 9, another residence on Gillespie Road burned down. Drought is not responsible for house fires, but it does limit the supply of water to fight fires, and it increases the danger of fire spreading in a neighbourhood. Water restrictions for Sechelt, where Chapman Lake is the main supply, are put in place to conserve water for fire fighting. 

In the weeks leading up to this ban, wildfires were reported on Vancouver Island, one on  the North Shore Road, Lake Cowichan and one at Tyee Creek near Ladysmith.
 
If you have been gardening, you will have noticed the ground is dry. Not only is the ground dry but so are grasses and bushes and trees and the ditches, wetlands, creeks and streams are drier. This means there is no moisture under the ground or in the interflow from the soil to feed the watery areas. We have heard people complaining about the ban of campfires but trees are not like pencils stuffed into the ground point down. They have roots that can spread widely under the soil around them, to support and sustain the tree and those roots in very dry soil can catch fire, which can then travel underground, “spider webbing” from tree to tree without ever being seen above ground until too late. So, when we are told “no campfires and no back yard burning” please don’t.

Ice.  May 1 marked the beginning of water restrictions in both the Capital Regional District and the Metro Vancouver Regional District.  Stage 1 for the CRD and Stage 2 for Vancouver. The watering restriction “stages” for Metro Vancouver and for the CRD are not the same and each regional district has different issues to deal with. Metro Vancouver Stage 1 restrictions allowed more water uses than the CRD’s Stage 1. For this reason, Metro Vancouver jumped right to Stage 2 and expects to go to Stage 3 by early June.  Many of the restrictions in Stage 3 are in place in the CRD Stage 1.  The CRD has not gone to its version of Stage 2 since 2015, but wait and see.
https://metrovancouver.org/services/water/Documents/drinking-water-conservation-plan-summary.pdf 

Water Restrictions | Capital Regional District

The Metro Vancouver Regional District is 21 municipalities, one electoral area, and one treaty First Nation (Tsawwassen), so from the US border to the watersheds in the North Shore Mountains, and from Bowen Island in the Straits of Georgia out to the eastern boundary of Langley. The population is estimated at slightly more than 3.1 million people.  The Metro Vancouver water system is supplied by four watersheds with reservoirs at Capilano Lake, Upper and Lower Seymore Lakes, and Coquitlam Lake. Snow melting off the North Shore mountains has, in past years, kept these reservoirs at capacity over the summer months.  But maybe not this year, because the snowpack over winter was estimated at 45% of normal.  may1_2026_combinedmaps.pdf    [snow pack map]

The Capital Regional District is 13 municipalities, three electoral areas and a number of First Nations reserves. The CRD Integrated Water Service provides an estimated 430,000 residents with water from the Sooke and Goldstream Lakes. Rural areas are supplied by smaller water systems (some operated by the CRD) or by wells and surface water. Although the snowpack on Vancouver Island was estimated at 27% of normal over winter, the Sooke Lake Reservoir is not so much affected by lack of snow. But is affected by lack of rain.  The Regional District of Nanaimo, where the water supply is linked to snowpack, began with Stage 2 water restrictions on May 1.

In the CRD, we don’t expect rain in the summer but rainfall patterns may change. The prediction for Climate Change is more rain, delivered in short, heavy bursts in the winter and a longer, dryer, hotter summers. 

The CRD Water Watch tracks “average rainfall” for the rainy season months, September 1 to the current report.  The statistics go back to 1914.  From last September 1 to April 26, rainfall was 105% of the one-hundred-and-eleven-year average. But for the month of April, it was only 54% of the average for April. 

What does “terroir” mean when mining is involved?  Liquid water is never just water. Water is a solvent that picks up other substances on its way around the water cycle. That is why grapes and water for Champagne must come from the French province of Champagne. The water makes the wine.

What water picks up is not always pleasant.  Around the world, water is polluted by the mining industry. Typically, downstream pollution happens when the dam on a mine’s tailings pond fails or water passes through a pile of mine waste.  Mortalities may be sudden, as a toxic spill drowns what is downstream, or slow, as the downstream environment is poisoned.

New Map Shows Dozens of Mine Pollution Threats in BC  | Mining Watch Canada  This article dates from January 2021. Mine sites are identified as “proposed”, “operating”, having “potential to be redeveloped or being redeveloped”, under “care and maintenance” or just “closed or abandoned”.  One example of ongoing problems is described for the Britannia Mine in Squamish. Operating from 1904 to 1974 and now “closed”, it was once the largest copper mine in the British Commonwealth. Clean up for the mine cost $40 million dollars when it was undertaken and water treatment for the Squamish area costs $3 million dollars each year to deal with the minerals from the mine.

Cleanup cost of Teck’s Elk Valley mines is billions higher: report | The Narwhal 

Contamination of Elk Valley drinking water indicates spread of selenium pollution – Wildsight   The Elk Valley coal mines have increased selenium levels in the Elk and Kootenay Rivers to the point where fish populations are dying off. As of March 2024, the cost of trying to decontaminate the Elk River was estimated at $6.4 billion. 

In August 2024, the City of Fernie was looking for a new water source because a back-up well tested too high for selenium. “Fernie’s urgent relocation of its secondary water supply is the most recent in a chain of concerning events showing that not enough is being done to solve this mining pollution problem”. The mining company has been assessed nearly $80 million dollars in fines and penalties since 2021 but is proposing expanding operations.

Inside the Fiery End of Vancouver Island’s Last Coal Mine | The Tyee  Closer to home, the BC Mining Watch map shows the Quinsam Coal Mine, near Campbell River, as under “care and maintenance” to manage acid rock drainage.  In 2019, the mine was abandoned by the bankrupt owner in mid-operation so that coal left untended on the loading dock burst into flames. Sulphuric acid and arsenic are leeching into the watersheds of Long Lake and the Campbell River. The province has paid over $25 million so far for the clean up. There was talk of fining the Receiver for failing to manage, but that would have been the province fining the province….

www.jrwa.ca  At Jordan River, in the Juan de Fuca Electoral Area, a copper mine has killed the salmon run below the level of the mine. Mineral exploration in the area began in 1915 with various activities through to 1963, when an underground cave-in caused the Jordan River to flow through a section of the mine. With rehabilitation, copper mining continued to 1977, when two further cave-ins occurred and the mine was closed. Around 2023, there was a small company trying to restart mining at Jordan River. Not much has been published about the New Sunro Copper company’s efforts. 

The contamination from the mine and the BC Hydro Dam is such that no salmon run has survived. The Jordan River Watershed Awareness organization has done extensive work trying to restore the health of the river. You can learn more about their work at www.jrwa.ca  Be sure to watch the recently released video, Fragile Flow. 
 
A String of Tailings Dam Failures Shows the Urgency of Putting Safety First - Earthworks
Legislation has not yet curbed the incidence of essential water supplies being polluted by mining and other industries. All too often, around the planet, it is cheaper for the mine owners to pay the fines than to fix the problems. All too often, the measures to deal with mining pollution fail. All too often, the public is left to deal with the ongoing contamination which severely undercuts any supposed benefit gained by having the mine for a neighbour or employer. Profits and jobs leave the neighbourhood. Problems stay behind for decades.

More about beavers  Did you know the old world beaver, Castor fibre, is a separate species from the new world beaver, Castor canadensis? C. canadensis is larger with a slightly different head and tail. The species don’t have the same number of chromosomes so there are no hybrids. Both were hunted nearly to extinction, and both have made a comeback. We should be grateful. All beavers provide the same ecosystem services in managing water and wetlands. One is carbon sequestration, when organic matter is submerged and buried in mud. A study of a beaver-created wetland in Switzerland estimated the wetland will sequester close to 1200 tonnes of carbon per hectare, annually. Wetlands are also firebreaks.

Canadian beavers have created a monumental dam that is visible from space. It was identified in 2007 and back checking photos show it did not exist in 1980. Currently, the beaver created lake is at 7 hectares with extensive wetlands.

World’s Largest Beaver Dam - Wood Buffalo National Park  
Science Acumen - Beavers act as remarkable ecosystem engineers by... | Facebook

Statistics  May 10 Sooke Reservoir was at 96.4% full.  In 2025, on May 11, the reservoir was at 96.5%.  Weekly Water Watch May 10
Page 2 of 2

