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In this issue:
Season’s greetings
Water in (good news) and water out (very bad)
Opportunity to learn how to live well with septic systems
Boil water advisories
Storing Water
Some statistics

Seasons Greetings: “If anyone really loves you, they will buy you a rainwater harvesting tank….”

Water In - Good News:  Juan de Fuca Regional Director Al Wickheim asked 606 Water Group to administer the first ever CRD JdF rainwater harvesting tank rebate programme. Qualified applicants were drawn and are able to apply for an after-purchase rebate of $1000 on the cost of a new approved tank of at least 2000 gallons. We had more applicants than the number of rebates so held a blind draw to pick five, with two runners up. There were several other applications which did not qualify due to incomplete forms or being late and sadly some which did not fit the narrow criteria for this pilot project. Since there is a demonstrated need in the JdF communities, we hope there will be an annual rebate programme in 2026 and beyond. The more people who apply, the more our need is heard.

Harvesting rainwater in these times with winter rains coming in shorter, heavier bursts and longer, drier summers only makes sense. When we can save the roof water, we can use it in the dry months. Usually, outdoor uses like food gardens are the first to come to mind, but washing the car or pressure washing can all be done with rainwater at no cost to your well water level. If you are on piped water, then you save twice as there is no cost to using your free water. Water restrictions on the CRD water supply will not apply to your rainwater. 

There are at present no permits or inspections needed for this outdoor use. Rainwater can also be plumbed into a home for flushing, but this needs a permit and inspection. However, since it is estimated that 40 % of our household water is flushed daily, why waste your well water or money using good potable water? If possible, fit your house for flushing with rainwater. Treating rainwater to make it potable takes things to a whole other level. 

Water out – Very bad news:  In the November 21, 2025, edition of the Sooke News Mirror there is an article about a family in Highlands living a water and health nightmare.

 https://sookenewsmirror.com/2025/11/21/were-living-this-nightmare-highland-familys-fight-for-clean-water/

Happily, but far too late, the problem septic system is being corrected but the pollution can stay in the ground a very long time. We are far too casual about septic systems and well maintenance and regular water testing.  CRD, Health Link BC and a private company Tap Score, among other sites, have great information on septic systems and wells. Just because we can’t see or taste a contaminant, it doesn’t mean our water is healthy. 

https://www.crd.ca/media/file/4-panel-brochure-septic-savvy-april2020?sfvrsn=3e0c1ecc_2
https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/healthlinkbc-files/well-water-testing
https://mytapscore.com/en-ca/blogs/tips-for-taps/how-to-maintain-a-private-well?srsltid=AfmBOorx5tIWZSj_vN_2oIgmcdIJCqU63VlSQ_3SXyDqZDPyQpXOb676


Septic Savvy workshop in planning stages: 606 Water Group is hoping to host a CRD Septic Savvy workshop in the New Year, likely on a Sunday afternoon in Otter Point or Shirley. Stand by for updates.


Boil Water Advisories: From our research we knew that far too many Indigenous communities have been on “boil water” or “do not use” advisories for decades. This is unacceptable and is often caused by external sources of industrial waste or sewage outflows or municipal garbage dumps being placed in areas that affect water for First Nations lands. Not to excuse this situation or downgrade it, see the link below for all the Boil Water Advisories in B.C. alone. We need to educate ourselves and clean up our act. The land can filter and clean water but not as quickly as we are polluting:

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-water/water/water-quality/drinking-water-quality/notices-boil-water-advisories

Most First Nations land is still connected to the federal government. The water supply issues are well known and long standing.  It seems like “deja vu all over again”, but the federal government has promised action in the spring of 2026, beginning with another round of consultation.
 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/first-nations-water-bill-9.7001699


Cleaning polluted water: We found this Ayala site a while ago and have been mulling over what we can do as individuals to clean and filter water. There is a lot of information on swales made with layers of a variety of soils and gravels and plantings. We are not promoting a commercial company, but this site gives food for thought. It describes a step up on the usual landscaping of using swales (ditches) to collect and save runoff water. Water belongs where it falls, not in storm sewers. A ditch can be created across a slope with the removed soil placed on the downhill side simply to slow water to sink in, or as an attractive garden bed with infilling it with good permeable soil and planting thirstier plants in the swale and hardier drought tolerant plants on the ridge. We need to remember if we are doing this in a front yard we keep the swale above the road allowance.   A bed of various veggie plants and pollinator plants can be very attractive.

Ayala water ecology https://ayala-aqua.com/


Interventions that affect the storage of water: We all know the basics of the water cycle by now. Rain or snow falls from the sky to the ground, is absorbed, runs off the surface, evaporates back to the sky. What we don’t know is how climate change disrupts the timing of the cycle. When and where will the water come down? How do people adjust to the change? Will people have to move to where the water is, or can they manage to store water where they are?

The funds for the Juan de Fuca Rainwater Harvesting Rebate Program were provided by the provincial government to the Capital Regional District for distribution to projects that help mitigate the effects of climate change. Encouraging rainwater harvesting in the months of plenty to be stored for use in the months of drought builds resilience in the community.

In Canada, we have major cities that depend on melt water from winter snow. The snow fields on Mount Arrowsmith perform for Parksville, Qualicum Beach and parts of the Nanaimo Regional District much as the Sooke Lake Reservoir does for the Capital Regional District. But what if there is no snow and glaciers melt away?

 A small-scale solution, that is working for farming communities in the Himalayas and the Andes is building ice stupas. The “modern” ice stupas are the innovation of Sonam Wangchuk, who began developing them back in 2014, in the high desert region of Ladakh, India. Technology supporting ice stupas is developing and the practice has spread to Chile. It seems appropriate that a stupa is a sacred structure and an ice stupa is built to sustain life. 

Arrowsmith Lake - Our Oceanside Water
Automated Ice Stupa Artificial Glaciers | Sonam Wangchuk - YouTube  Be patient with this video. The narrative is translated. 
Ice Stupas Have Become a Popular Water Management Tool in the Himalayas. But Can They Work in Chile? – State of the Planet

Any means that stores water needs to be valued. Groundcover, from green fields to forests, is part of the natural storage system. In November, the 606 WG newsletter discussed the importance of setbacks and vegetation in managing water. On Saturday, December 6, page B12 of the Times Colonist: “Asia flood death toll passes 1,500 as calls grow to fight deforestation”. The news story reports the assessment of one of Indonesia’s environmental groups: “decades of deforestation…stripped away natural defenses that once absorbed rainfall and stabilized soil.” 

Not only can a vegetative barrier prevent flooding and erosion, but restoring vegetation can also restore groundwater, wells and rivers. A forest helps cool the air and breathes moisture back into the sky: it is more likely to rain over a forested area than it is to rain over a desert. What creates the desert? Very possibly, the death of a forest will create a desert. Stored water in the soil, in glaciers and snow fields, and in aquifers is a vital part of the water cycle that is often overlooked.

Some statistics: After recording the lowest level in five years, at 61.3% in the first week of November, the Sooke Lake Reservoir was at 66.0% full on November 30.  November was a dry month, with only 78% of the average rainfall. So far, it has been a “dry” wet season, with 84% of the average rainfall for September 1 to November 30, as calculated from1914 to 2024.  One or two heavy rains over the next three months may change that, but it fits the pattern of fewer, heavier rainfalls. The Water Watch update for December 14 should be posted by the end of December 15. 

Water Watch, November 30, 2025

However much rain comes down, the storage capacity of the reservoirs is fixed with the Leech River system as another source for the reservoir. The CRD Master Plan for the system is built around population growth and water conservation. It is recognized that more people will use more water, but the plan supposes that households and businesses will all learn to use less water. The average daily water use for the CRD water system in November 2025 was 108.2 million litres per day. The five-year average daily use for the month of November is 104.4 million litres per day. It is possible that population growth accounts for some of the 3.8 million litres a day in excess of the five-year average use. It is also possible that people need to do better conserving water. 

Enjoy the season’s celebrations and we will be back next year!
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