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Tank rebate programme 2026   Paying attention to water shortages is not just for the odd water geeks like 606ers anymore—the City of Vancouver and much BC’s Interior are regularly in the news about water shortages—happening now or looming ahead. Northeastern BC, which suffered several years of drought, is now wet. 

Thanks to Al Wickheim, the CRD Director for the Juan de Fuca Electoral Area (JdF), there are funds for a 2026 Rainwater Tank Rebate programme for residents of the JdF who depend on wells, surface water, or hauling for their potable water. Apologies to the people on official water systems, but there aren’t enough funds to run a wider programme. We have the capacity to give out seven rebates of up to $1000 for the purchase and placement of a new, potable water quality tank for harvesting rainwater. If you are applying, first, wait to purchase the tank until you are notified that you are one of the winners.  Second, you do not have to complete the system within the window of purchase and placement of the tank.  The information sheet will explain more fully.

We have new information on how the definition of a “water supply system” is interpreted. Without triggering the need for a water license or well operator’s permit, one well can serve several residences. If there is a single source, but  each lot or dwelling is serviced by its own set of infrastructure coming from the shared well, it does not meet the definition of being a “water supply system”. This means two or more houses on the same well qualify for the rebate programme if each house has its own set of infrastructure.

Short version of the rebate programme is: go to www.606water.ca, read the information sheet, download the application, and email it to 606watergroup@gmail.ca  ,or drop off a hard copy to the CRD JdF services building at #3 - 7450 Butler Road in the Business Park during office hours. Make sure your photo shows the proposed location/site for the tank. 

The application must be in by Sept.15, 2026 to be entered into the blind draw. We have extended the closing date to have more time to reach the distant parts of the JdF. 

We are hoping people apply even if rainwater harvesting is on a future “to do” list because the provincial source of the funding may dry up next year.  We would like to be able to show there is a need for a rebate programme in the JdF so that financial assistance increases for residents, instead of disappearing. 

There is less rain every year. If people can harvest rain in the wet season, it lessens their draw on the aquifers and streams during the dry season, which benefits the harvesters, their neighbours on the same stream or aquifer, and everything else alive that depends on water. That is everything alive.

Sooke Fall Fair Aug 22 & 23   At this year’s Fall Fair, 606 Water Group will be under the Big Tent at Fred Milne Field. We must have done something right, because we can bring all our goodies and spread them over three tables.  Snag: we need lots of people to help with the displays.

If you would be interested in volunteering for a few hours just to give it a try, please email us at 606watergroup@gmail.com.  We have lots of fun, interactive displays (and toys) and loads of brochures to hand out.  You don’t have to know a lot (or even much) to show someone a brochure on rain gardens or wise water use. We are all learning as we go and the people who come to our booth often have local water information and ideas to share.

Water news from around BC   While the West Coast Trail flooded and the drought broke in Peace River Country, in the Interior, the multi-year drought continues. As explained before, water restrictions serve various purposes, and it is difficult to establish priorities: fish stocks, agriculture, industrial, residential, and reserves for fire suppression are all uses that vie for the little water available.

Code Blue, one of our best feeds for water news, notes: “A fifth-generation cattle ranch near Salmon Arm is facing over $100,000 in extra costs this year, after an emergency fish protection order was issued to restrict irrigation from the Salmon River during this summer's drought.”

The worsening water shortage isn't a surprise. Predictions for changing rain patterns and continuing drought have been around for years. This is the fourth time the province has had to issue a protection order, which is described as a last resort, for the Salmon River in the last six years. 

So, what's missing? The BC Cattlemen's Association is pointing at solutions. Their general manager, Kevin Boon, wants more water storage capacity built into the system: small scale reservoirs and *beaver dam analogues, structures that mimic what beavers have been doing for thousands of years. Slow the water down, spread it across the land, let it recharge aquifers instead of running off. [* We will get to beaver dam analogues….]

The problem is the BC government hasn't funded watershed security work at the scale that the risk demands. Freshwater is our most precious resource, and healthy watersheds are critical infrastructure, in the same category as flood control or wildfire response. Droughts are predictable, but lack of preparation isn't inevitable, it's a choice.”

One good news story to come out of all the tragedies is that some farmers are sharing the water from their water licenses to neighbouring market gardeners so they do not lose all their crops. Why didn’t the government think of water reallocations? If they can pull licenses, can’t they shift them in times of need? 

The Colorado River   While there are no solutions yet to adding water to or sharing water from the Colorado River, people are thinking up ways to save what water there is. Plans are to install floating solar panels on the river and canals to shade the water and reduce evaporation. And the panels would generate electricity. (3) Video | Facebook
In real time, the seven states involved have been trying to reach an agreement on how to share the Colorado River water for years. In mid-August, the US Federal Government proposes a renegotiation every two years. The river is no longer available in Mexico and is rapidly drying up. What's happening with the Colorado River? Here's the breakdown.
Another river leaving Mexico   The Rio Grande, famous as a part of the border between the USA and Mexico, is also leaving. The slang term “wetbacks” was used to describe illegal immigrants who travelled north across the Rio Grande. It wasn’t very nice and now it would not be accurate. The Rio Grande is now a trickle or a few puddles or completely dry and what water left is being depleted faster than replenished, due to human household need, farming and AI data centers. See the link: https://www.worldwildlife.org/news/nature-breaking/the-rio-grande-is-running-dryheres-why/

We don’t know what we had when it’s gone   From David Suzuki: A socio-psychological phenomenon, “shifting baseline syndrome,” describes how environmental information is lost from memory over time, so changes go unnoticed. 

Marine biologist Daniel Pauly coined the term in 1995. He observed that fisheries scientists were measuring fish population sizes with reference to those present at the beginning of their careers. Fish stocks declined, and when the next generation of scientists started their monitoring, that declined state became the baseline. “We transform the world, but we don’t remember it,” Pauly remarked at a TED Talk two decades later.

David Suzuki wrote: “The generational amnesia observed by Pauly, my Quadra neighbours and me is a main cause of shifting baseline syndrome. Younger generations inherit degraded environments with no memory of what existed. The baseline shifts, and the cycle repeats. In this way, shifting baseline syndrome deceives us into thinking the history of a place or species only extends as far back as our memory of it.”

Beavers, of course!   Indian Point, Nova Scotia, has a small fire department with a small budget but they needed a dry hydrant (not pressurized but could supply water if needed). It was with some ingenuity and generosity that they were able to acquire a pipe that seesawed through a local beaver dam to provide access to the water without disturbing the beavers.  Beavers and Tim Horton’s currency—it doesn’t get any more Canadian, eh? See the link and smile. https://globalnews.ca/news/12004961/mahone-bay-beavers-fire-department/ 

*About the analogue beaver dams   A small colony of beavers had a task similar to Sisyphus’s.  Every year, they built their dams with what was available and every year their dams washed out, pulling the beavers into the downward spiral of Bridge Creek in eastern Oregon. This time, humans did the beavers a good turn.
 Oregon Installed 76 Fake Dams In A Dead River — Then The Beavers Did The Rest 

Some statistics  
Visit the BC Drought Information Portal at BC Drought Information Portal

Visit the CRD Water Watch at    Water Watch | Capital Regional District  

Water levels in the Sooke Lake Reservoir for the second week in August have trended down four years in a row.  As of August 9, the reservoir was at 74.7% of full storage capacity.
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